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Guidance for Organising Events in Edale 
This guidance is for organisations planning to bring a large number of people specifically into Edale Parish to attend an event.  It takes the form 
of a simple checklist and guidance to help you understand the issues in Edale. 

It not a comprehensive guide to organising an event.  The Peak District National Park Authority (PDNPA) has additional guidance on their 
website.   

Ultimately, as the organiser, you are responsible for ensuring gates are closed, all litter is collected and all signage is removed. Please 
encourage everyone involved  to follow the countryside code. 

 Be safe - plan ahead and follow any signs 
 Leave gates and property as you find them 
 Protect plants and animals, and take your litter home 
 Keep dogs under close control 
 Consider other people. 

Checklist 
Item Y/N 

Does the event clash with any other event planned in Edale at the same time?  

Avoid busy times, bank holidays and dates when other events have already been set. If your event clashes with another or is at busy times 
village resources such as parking may not meet demand. 

Events that cross protected moorlands may not be permitted from 1 April to 30 June (bird nesting season).   

Occasionally open access moorland is closed for the day from 12 August to mid-October (grouse shooting season). 

There is no definitive list of events.  The Peak District National Park (PDNPA) has a calendar of events but management of this is under 
review (second half of 2019).  Check their website. Edale Village Hall has a list of bookings on their website but it is not always up to date. 

There is a list of all events which Edale Parish Council is aware of at the end of this document.  Please let Edale Parish Council know of your 
event and they will put it on the list. edaleparishcouncil@gmail.com  
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Do you know if any permissions are required for the event, and if so, from whom?  

This guidance is from Applying for consent for events on privately owned land within Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSI), February 
2019, available from Natural England.  Additional guidance can be found on the PNDPA website. 

Synopsis 

Generally organised events and activities such as running or walking on Edale Moor require permission from Natural England.  The 
landowner applies to Natural England, not the organiser. Organisers provide the information to the landowner. Events keeping to Public 
Rights of Way (PRoW) may also need permission.   

Areas of interest 

Edale Parish includes Public Rights of Way (PRoW), bridleways and byways open to all traffic and large areas of open access land. Consult an 
Ordinance Survey map for details. 

There are five areas of special interest in Edale Parish.  The most relevant is the Dark Peak SSSI in the North and West. The diagram below 
shows the Parish boundary in red and SSSIs as green hatched areas.  This is taken from ‘Magic’ map, which you should  consult for accurate 
information. 
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Events on Open Access Land SSSIs 

For the Dark Peak SSSI in the Edale parish, the aspects of the activity needing consent depend on the nature and timing of the activity and 
additional activity infrastructure. However, in general, Natural England’s consent is likely to be required when: 

 Participants are using land that is outside a Public Right of Way (PRoW). 
 The activity includes the use of rivers. 

Use of a PRoW does not need Natural England’s consent. However, if an activity may cause damage, it is best to work through the process 
to check that an offence will not be committed. There are only 3 PRoWs across the Dark Peak SSSI within Edale: 

1. the Pennine Way  
2. From Edale Youth Hostel to Hope Cross 
3. Grindsbrook to Kinder Downfall  
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Concessionary paths, permissive paths or other non-PRoW paths require consent. 

Events on Roads 

You need permission from both the local council and the police to put on a road race. If it’s on the roads, you also need the consent of the 
Highways Authority. (1) 

If you need to stop traffic you need a road closure order. 

Cycle racing events need to follow the Cycle Racing within Highways Regulations 1960, which require police permission. 

Cycling events on bridleways may require prior permission and authorisation from the police, the PDNPA and the Secretary of State. Racing 
is not allowed on bridleways (Road Traffic Act 1988 Reg 13). Cycling off a bridleway is not allowed on open access areas without the 
permission of the land owner. 

 

Have you contacted the people who own the land and made sure that you have access?   

If you plan to go off a public right of way, eg onto open access land, you need the land owner’s permission.   

Identifying land owners can be difficult although the National Trust owns significant amount of open access land in the Parish. The PDNPA 
can identify landowners do this via notification on their website and contact Edale Parish Council who may be able to help you. 

Do you know how people will travel to the event?  

It is strongly recommended that visitors use the train.  This will ease pressure on roads and parking.  You should offer a discount for 
entrants who use public transport. 

Car parking is limited in Edale. The village car park  has room for about 150 cars and is often full by 10am. When calculating numbers do not 
forget about any spectators.  

Parking is prohibited on the road up Grindsbrook (Edale Village) between 8 am and 8 pm on weekends, week days and bank holidays.  The 
main road (Hope Road) is a clearway from the junction with Hardenclough to the bridge over Grindsbrook, as is the road from Barber Booth 
to Mam Tor.  Hardenclough is not open to motor vehicles except for access. 

There is a small, often busy car park on the road to Upper Booth.  Past this point motor vehicles are prohibited except for access. 

There is an overflow car park that is operated by the Parish Council, where you can sometimes reserve places.  Contact the Parish Council. 

There are coach parking spaces in the car park. Coaches are not allowed past the railway bridge in the village.  
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Have you organised how people will navigate around your course?  

All entrants need to have a map of the course and the ability to use the map. 

Markers left around the countryside is a common and unwelcome sight in the Parish.  Putting countless markers is litter and they may be 
removed.  

Please do not use plastic to mark the route.  Biodegradable signs should be used, fastened with hemp twine and restricted to footpath signs 
and changes of direction.  Put up event markers no more than two days before the event and remove them no later than two days 
afterwards. Event navigation markers should have: 

 The name of the event 
 The date of the event 
 Contact details. 

Do you know who might be affected by the event?  

Large numbers of people or events that pass residences and farms, especially at night, may cause a disturbance.  “Pop-up” water or 
refreshment stations will attract numbers of people that will become a nuisance. 

Identify any houses and farms that may be impacted by the event and contact them.   

The only public toilets in the Parish are in the main car park.  Make sure you tell you clients. 

There are two pubs (The Nag’s Head and The Ramblers) and two cafés (Coopers and Penny Pot) in the village.  Warn them if you think large  
numbers will go to these venues. 
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Events known to Edale Parish Council   
See also PDNP calendar, active from  January 2020 

Date Name Organiser 

11th Jan 2020 MONTANE Spine Race Montane 
12th Jan 2020 Marsden to Edale Trigger Race Woodhead mountain rescue 
12th Jane 2020 MONTANE Spine Race Montane 

20th Jan 2020 MONTANE Spine Race Montane 

6th Mar 2020 High Peak Marathon  University of Sheffield 
Mountaineering club 

7th March 2020 High Peak Marathon University of Sheffield 
Mountaineering club 

21st March 2020 Skyline run Dark Peak Fell runners 

28th March 2020 Four Runs  

29th March Dark Peak and White Peak  

14th June 2020 Edale Country Day Edale School 

20th June MONTANE Spine Race Montane 

5th September 2020 Bullock Smithy Hike  

 

1. How to organise a race. Runners World. [Online] 17 August 2007. [Cited: 10 October 2019.] 
https://www.runnersworld.com/uk/events/a763033/how-to-organise-a-race/. 


